Khama
against paganism! "You take the corn that
God has given to us in answer to our prayer,"
said he, u and you not only destroy it, but you
make stuff that causes mischief."
Hepburn even mildly said that he thought
this beer was regarded by the people as a land
of food. " No !" said Khama. " These are the
lies you missionaries are told. If a man wants
to concoct any wickedness, he uses beer for
his purpose. We may deceive you, our mis-
sionaries, but we do not deceive ourselves,"
So strong was the opposition to this amazing
decree that the life of the chief was in peril.
Mutterings of discontent and mutiny were
loud, and only his personal character and
courage saved him, He told them plainly that
they might kill him, but they cotdd not conquer
Mm, or turn him aside from his decision. And
he won. From that day to this he has never
flinched,
As recently as October, 1921, news reached
him that away on the borders of his territory
some head-men had held a beer-drink. Khama
sent for them, and in due course they arrived
in the khotla, complaining that they had been
treated like criminals, and driven in by the
sjambok, " Well," said the chief, " you know
the law ? " " Yes," they replied, " we know
the law*" " And you broke the law ? "
" Yes," they had to admit, they had broken
the law. "Then," said Khama, "you are
each fined one ox." And the crestfallen head-
men retired.
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